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WHAT I LEARNED FROM MY DIRECT-SELLING MOM 

I’ll be the first person to admit that I had a privileged childhood. No, I wasn’t born with a silver spoon in my mouth, nor was everything handed to me on a golden platter. Quite the contrary, there were times early on when my parents were unemployed and struggling to make ends meet. The privileges I am speaking of are far more tangible than any type of common luxury. I was privileged to grow up in a home with a mom who was in direct selling. Why was this such a privilege? First and foremost, it allowed my mom to stay at home to raise both my sister and me. There was comfort in knowing that I didn’t have to come home from school to an empty house, and that there was always someone at home to take care of me if I were ever sick. Beyond that, the benefit of having a parent at home to supervise me certainly kept me out of some of the trouble that I watched a few of my friends get into and helped keep me a “good kid”. 

There were other benefits too, although I didn’t realize them until I grew older. I learned how to work. Although I never had what some would call a “real job”, I have certainly developed a work ethic from watching and participating in my mom’s business. I’ve hauled crates, stuffed envelopes and stamped catalogs – and I’ve learned the value of hard work. I never had an allowance when I was a kid. I was an employee for my parents, and I was paid according to the work I did. 

I learned how to set goals. My mom always had a definite set of long-term and short-term goals, and I learned the value of knowing where you’re going and what you want to do. Now that I’m older and starting life on my own, I know how to plan for my future. I was privileged to learn this skill at a young age, because now I don’t have to learn it when I need it the most. 

The privileges that I’ve had may not seem like much to the everyday person, but trust me when I say that there is no greater privilege than having parents who care. My mom cared enough about me and my sister to develop a business that could be run out of the house and, in doing so, helped make me into the person I am today. 

You might ask, with all the benefits that come with a situation like this, why more women don’t become involved with direct selling. I’ve asked myself the same question for the 12 years that my mom has been involved in her business. The number one excuse that I hear for not starting a business involves children and the lack of the time that can be spent with them when you’re working. To everyone who thinks that becoming involved in direct selling will hurt their relationship with their kids, I would ask that they reconsider. My mom’s business created more opportunities for our family, and those opportunities have helped shape me into a high-achieving, highly motivated person. 

I won’t say that life was always easy, but I will say that it was always worth the effort. There were weeks when my mom was out of the house almost every night, and there were times that she was on the phone for hours on end. There were times when it seemed she was always working. But in the end, she was always there for us. She was always there when we came home from school. She always had the time to come to all the events that my sister and I were in. She always was able to take time away from work to be there for us, and she was able to do it without fear of losing her job. The greatest privilege I’ve had in my life is having a mother who was able to provide for her family both financially and emotionally. 
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