Take a Card Game

Author: Cynthia Nurss (original idea from Valerie Vassaur)

For fun, laughs and bookings!

Object: Fun and audience participation; also, a good Poker hand (or “most cards”) for an extra door prize winner at shows.  A good game for the been there and done that crowd” since they know so much about Pampered Chef, they can recognized for how much they know!

Materials needed:

1-2 decks of playing cards – 1 deck for every 10 guests.

(I like to get decks of cards on every Pampered Chef trip and I take and use them.  I also have gotten cheap decks at the Dollar Store, the big child-sized ones, so we old ladies can see them better!)

At the top of the Show, sometimes during intos, say:

In order to encourage you all to “play” with me tonight, make this more fun and keep those of you who came tired, awake….. we’re going to play a “game” of sorts tonight! And at the end of my show, there will be a special prize besides my regular Door Prize!

(You might tell them here it’s a nice gift, above what you normally give for your door prizes; I award pchef products valued at $5-10 for the “Take A Card” winner.  Sometimes, I have them in a basket and let them choose their gift.  Usually, if the crowd is small, under 10, I select a gift that’s $5 and not one of the higher-priced products.  This basket is also from something guests who spend $100 or more get to pick out of, which I say toward the end of the show.)

I have a deck of cards here and I’m gong to make sure you get a card every time you give me an idea I’ve never heard before, you ask me about what I do, offer a product tip without my asking for it, etc!  You’ll understand more as the show progresses.

So, I need 2-3 volunteers tonight!  Who knows how to play Poker?  (Usually at least one at every show does.)  Okay, great!  You are going to be my “judge” tonight!  Now for a good Poker game, we need a Dealer!  Who will be my dealer? Great!

(Give the deck of cards to the Dealer.)  Oh, by the way, did I tell you I always play with a “full deck?”  (Pause for laughs.)  So be sure to leave my cards with me before you go!

Now, ___________(call Dealer by her name), will you go ahead and give THREE cards to (each of) our Judge, ___________(call Judge[s] by name)?

Ok, now there are a few other ways you can get cards:

1. You know how sometimes when someone says something, the whole room laughs at what was said?  Well, I’m giving TWO cards away for that!

2. Who has been a host in the last year?  You get THREE cards!

3. Who has hosted a show in the last five years?  10 years? You get a card!

4. As you have introduced yourselves and shared your favorite PC products, you get a card too.  (Pause for Dealer to give cards to those who have already introduced themselves.)

Now just keep going with your show and the crowd will usually this game and run with it!  You will hear people say things like “Don’t I get a card for that?”  Just laugh and start telling your Dealer, “Give her a card for that!”

After you’ve done the majority of your demonstration, you can even give a “Review Pop Quiz,”  with questions like: (distribute a card for each right answer.)

1. What was the warranty on the stoneware?

2.  What stone did I day is my favorite?
3.  How much did I say it costs to get started with PC?
4.  What is the Host special product our host will get EXTRA for FREE this month with about 18-20 orders?  (Adapt to whatever level you are aiming for here.)
5. What product can you get EXTRA for FREE when you host a show next month?
6. Ok, now WHO wants to come to a party again soon?
7. Great!  Now raise your hand if you’re planning on scheduling a show?
The first time I ever did #6 & #7, it was spontaneous and I couldn’t believe the hands that went up!

Don’t conclude this game until AFTER you have had everyone complete the Door Prize Slip (DSP).  You’ll be sorry!  You’ll never get their attention back!  After the “Pop Quiz”, and asking who’s interested in hosting a show is a great time to pass out the DPS.

If you like a short show, then don’t play this game because it makes the show a little longer than normal.  And you need to be careful not to let it go too long because you must allow time to take orders – folks will want to start leaving if you get lost in this game and go too long!  Set a timer if you have to and tell them, “The game’s over when the timer goes off!”

Speaking of timers, I also have a “Cheater’s Segment” at the conclusion of this game, just before the Best Poker Hand is awarded.

Say: How many of you would love to cheat by giving your cards to your neighbor or your friend to help them win?  I know a few of you quiet ones don’t even have five cards!  So if you have less than five cards, think of who you want to make mad and pass your cards to someone else!  (Laugh!)  I’m setting my timer for 45 seconds and you have that long to “cheat”!  Okay, GO!

Watch ‘em scramble!  This part gets loud and when the timer goes off, I’ve heard guests say, “HEY!”  She just passed a card after “time” was called!”

Have fun!

Game variation:  Use ticket coupons and pull a winner at the end.  The more tickets you have, the higher the chances of winning.
