The way my Aunt-in-law did it was like this.....

Everyone who came who wanted to participate bought a $5 paddle with a number on it. She also had poker chips with corresponding numbers on in. When you "bought" the paddle, she took the chip and put it in a bucket - this is what she used to draw the numbers from. The paddle was used to put in the air to make sure that she had at least 5 people bidding on an item at all times - if not 5 people - that item didn't go up for auction. She told everyone in advance to bring at least a roll of quarters with him or her. You took a seat at a table - where there was a catalog and order form (for ordering directly out of the catalog) and she had a small bucket at every seat to toss your quarters in. she started the auction, and Items ranged from 25 cents to $2. She would hold it up and say this item is 50 cents - if you wanted to bid on it, you would toss your 50 cents into the bucket and put your paddle in the air. When everyone was ready, and she had at least 5 paddles in the air she would start drawing the poker chips and read off the number. If it was your number you won the item.

She had new items, discontinued items, items she might have used during a demo - and she made it clear that was the case. She also had some cash and carry items as well.

Every so often she would say - ok, it's commercial break - and she would let you know about upcoming specials, or how great it is to host, or how great it is to be a consultant. It was a fun filled evening. She also had a couple of items for a raffle - and she was selling raffle tickets as well as you earned raffle tickets when you brought a munchie to pass or a guest. 

Since it was home and garden party - she had everyone go home with a Jar candle - so at the very least you went home with that. 

It was a blast. I would love to do it, just trying to amass items, is somewhat difficult, I'm not sure how I would bust even, unless I charged $10 for each paddle. I need to think it out a bit more.
