The Pampered Chef Wedding Shower

By Julie Gizzi, Executive Director
You’ve been asked for information on our Pampered Chef Wedding Shower.  You’re excited but you freeze because you’ve never done one. You call your director who gives you lots of tips, but wish it were written down somewhere.  Well here it is!  Here are some tips from my experiences with bridal showers.  Use what works for you and modify to suit your own tastes and personality.

What options are there?

Pampered Bride Wedding Showers can be done in place of a traditional bridal shower similar to our cooking shows.  Pampered Bride Catalog shows are also an excellent option when the bride and groom are living far from home.  Family and friends can throw a shower for the couple and have all the gifts shipped directly to the bride and groom.  I have done this in the form of 2 catalog bridal showers which worked beautifully. When choosing the catalog show option the host will simply collect orders from the couple’s wish list along with any orders guests would like to purchase for themselves.  Keep in mind that all the tools will be shipped to one address: which means if the bride and groom are long distant it is less expensive to have the entire gift order shipped directly to the bride and groom and have the guests pay individual shipping for themselves or vice versa.  Do the math and figure out the best option based on the situation.

Another shipping option for an out-of-town bride/groom:  Ship the show to the local host who is organizing the shower so all the local guests who order can pay the same $4 shipping per order that they would at any show.  Ship the bride’s gifts (placed as a guest order) directly to her.  Most likely the value of those products will be over $130….so the direct shipping charges are 11% of the order (see the back of the order forms for direct shipping charges).  Figuring this out is easy!  For each gift purchased the guest would pay for the product plus tax plus 11% shipping.  If the bride is also going to be a “co-host” to redeem show credits you can also choose to have those free/discounted products direct shipped to her and have the bride pay those direct shipping charges herself.

Where do I begin?

Solicit interest at your shows by talking about The Pampered Bride Wedding Shower in the same way you generate interest in any kind of theme show.  When someone expresses interest, give them a catalog and a Pampered Bride flyer that can be ordered on the Paperwork/Supply order form.  Be sure to follow up within 24-48 hours just like you would for a regular kitchen show.

What’s the difference between a Wedding Registry and Wedding Shower?

Wedding Registries are completely online.  Once you are a qualified Consultant you will be allowed to set up registries.  You do not need to have a Personal Website to set these up.  Wedding Registries accumulate their own benefits.  As products are purchased a “show total” accumulates.  After the wedding the couple can redeem their benefits of free, discounted, ½ priced items as well as enjoy a year-long 10% discount.

Products purchased through the online registries all incur direct shipping charges.

Wedding Showers are completely separate from online registries.  Products purchased are treated as part of a show similar to our Cooking Shows.  The same Cooking Show  benefits accumulate.  This document is geared toward the Wedding Shower.
How do I guarantee a successful show?

There are no guarantees, of course, but you can set the stage for a great show by making it very clear to the host that at this type of shower people do not bring gifts.  Instead they shop from the bride & groom’s wish list at the show.  Be sure to book bridal shows far enough in advance so that it is likely that guests have not yet already purchased gifts for the bride.  Do your host coaching calls just like you would a regular show.  Let the host know you are working as a team to help the bride get many tools for her kitchen.

What about invitations, special aprons, etc?

When someone is interested in hosting this type of show I do let the host know that our invitations are perfect in explaining this type of shower.  I let her know how much they cost and how long it will take to get them.  The host would be purchasing special invitations for the shower anyway, so she usually expects to have some expense.  If they would like to purchase the apron for the bride or groom I also let them know how much it will cost.  Many hosts will want to provide party favors for their guests.  Suggest some options from the prize section of your paperwork/supply order.  Perhaps the host would like everyone to receive a copy of the Season’s Best Recipe Collection.  I offer these party favor gifts to the host at the same cost.

Do I give the bride a gift?

Your presentation is a gift!  You are providing an excellent opportunity for her to have a kitchen full of great tools at the very beginning of her marriage…tools that will promote family meal-time for many years to come.  One option is to bring a corsage for the host.  Take a Citrus Peeler to the florist and ask them to form a corsage for about $8 on the tool.  Ask them to wrap the floral tape in a way that will allow the bride to use the tool later on.  It’s perfect for the occasion and dresses up the bride.  This is completely optional.

How do I help her make a wish list?

Give the bride & groom a catalog and ask them to select everything they would like.  Remind them not to exclude the higher priced items since some people will want to go in on a larger gift.  Remind them to also mark the quantities of items desired – 2 oven mitts, 2 non-stick cooling racks, etc.

After you have the wish list, consider starting a Wedding Shower in Pampered Partner.  Enter all the bride’s wish list items as if an order was being placed as a GUEST.  I like to print a couple copies for the bride and the host.  I DO NOT print this on receipt paper and I write “Bride Wish List” across the top so it doesn’t look like a receipt.  I keep a copy for myself and I give a copy to the host. (do not circulate more than one master copy – multiple copies should be marked “sample registry only, please contact _______ to choose your gift” – this will help you avoid having duplicate purchases).  When a guest is unable to attend the shower the host can ask if she would like to purchase a gift from the registry.  Since she has the list this is very easy.  

How do I handle the wish list at the show?

I make a table tent out of an index card for each item on the wish list (simply fold card in half).  On one side I write the name of the product, the item number and the price.  If the bride has registered for something that belongs in pairs or a set, I group them together (ie. Large Round Stone & Large Rack or Grilling Tools).

Tip:  Here’s where I don’t want to confuse you, but this tip will make your life easier!  Register all the bride’s wish list on the online Wedding Registry.  Print off a color copy of the registry.  Cut the items into slips that include a photo of the product, item number and name of product.  Do not include the printed price.  Take a glue stick and stick the product on an index card folded lengthwise.  With a pen write down in the lower right-hand corner the price of the item that includes tax (and 11% shipping if the order is being shipped directly to the bride and not the host’s home).  Now when someone wants to purchase that particular gift they can see exactly what they will be expected to pay for it.  When the Wedding Shower is over go back to the online registry and remove all the items that were purchased at the shower.  At this point (and this point only!) suggest to the bride to let friends and family know she is registered at www.pamperedchef.com.  The reason you do not want to announce earlier that she is registered online is to avoid duplicate purchases.
At the show I scatter all the table tents on the dining room table.  I ask the host to have the guests come 10 minutes early to shop from the registry.  As they arrive a greeter (bridesmaid) invites the guests to the registry table.  They pick up the card(s) and bring them to me.  I have them sign their name on the back, so the bride will know who to thank after the shower.  I also write the name of the guest next to the actual item on my registry list.  I ask each guest to pay for the gift items plus tax BEFORE the show begins.  

Occasionally, the guests prefer to watch the demo first and then select from the registry.  Go with the flow (.

I put all the gift items on a single order form with the bride’s name to keep things simple.  Also, this ensures that the bride has a receipt should she need to exchange an item.  I agree to pay the $4.00 shipping charge myself to keep that part simple. (Unless the products are being shipped to an alternate location at which point I do ask each guest to pay 11% of the product total to cover shipping)  You might consider asking the host to cover the shipping charge if you prefer.

A preferred method:  do this process at the end of the shower when everyone has had an opportunity to view the products in action.  They could select the table tent cards and bring them to you to write one check for their order and the bride’s combined.  Just remember all the bride’s gifts will go on a separate order form so she’ll have a receipt in case warranty information needs to be accessed down the road.  See below for a sample order form that can be used for the guests.

Another Option/Wishing Well
The simplest way to handle gift shopping is to suggest a “Wishing Well.”  Have a pretty crystal bowl or Quick-Stir Pitcher or the host on a nicely decorated table.  When the guests arrive explain that there is a “Wishing Well” for the bride.  Invite them to place a check made out to you (very important!) or cash in the bowl.  At the end of the shower present the bride with the wishing well and help her shop with her wishing well!  Imagine how excited she’ll be to shop with hundreds of dollars!  She’ll pick out exactly what she wants!  All these items will be placed on a guest order form.  It is important that you help the bride count the money in the wishing well and show her how much she can spend.  I recommend that checks be made out to the consultant so that you don’t need to have her mess with writing you a check.  Also, there might be times when the bride doesn’t have time to sit right then and shop…..so be sure you tell her how much money she has as credit for her gifts and then take the money with you!  It can be very tempting for a young bride to decide when there’s $500 in the bowl that she’ll use $250 for Pampered Chef and the rest to pay off another bill.  The intention of the gift-giver was for her to choose Pampered Chef products, so that’s what she ought to do.

The Demo

At the beginning of the demo I present the bride with the corsage if I got one and invite her to cook with me.  I usually begin by reading the first 3 pages of Doris Christopher’s book Come to the Table.  This helps set a lovely tone for the special event.  I talk about the mission of the Pampered Chef in providing the tools needed for establishing strong families with consistent family meal-time.  What better time to form this habit than at the beginning of a marriage?  I also invite the guests to purchase tools for themselves and to consider recommitting themselves to family meal-time.  I let them know that the bride will use her host credits from the sales and bookings of the show to apply towards additional tools for her kitchen.  We then do the demo – the bride uses all the tools and I do the talking.

The demo is pretty similar to any other Cooking Show.  If you like you can add games (a few ideas follow) or invite the guests to share their best cooking memory (positive or not!) from their earlier years.

After the show I take guests orders and continue to take any remaining orders from the registry.

The Host Program
Generally you will find the host gives all the host credits to the bride to get the items that were not purchased from the wish list.  You can process the host as the primary host and the bride as the “co-host” so that both get a discount their purchases for the night as well as the Past Host Discount for the year.

What Recipes to Choose?

Pretty much anything you would make at a regular Cooking Show.  Generally an appetizer, salad or main dish works best since the host usually wants to have a cake.  Think of recipes that look elegant such as a fresh salad.  It’s good to select recipes that feed a crowd.  Something from Season’s Best is nice especially if a copy of the Season’s Best is being offered as a party favor.  Definitely select a recipe YOU are comfortable with and suggest that recipe to the host as the “perfect” choice!

Other ideas….

If this is a type of show you really want to pursue:  contact bridal shops in town and ask for permission to leave your Pampered Chef Wedding Registry and Wedding Shower Flyers; watch the newspaper for engagements and send a letter to the parents of the bride – most of the time you can get addresses from the phone book; have a booth at a bridal fair.  Your best leads will be those at your Cooking Shows, so remember to concentrate your energies there.

Party Favors

Some hosts like to provide an inexpensive party favor for each of the guests.  Perfect choices would be items we can purchase from our paperwork/supplies such as Season’s Best Recipe Collections or Bamboo Tongs for everyone.  Just be sure to allow plenty of time for the order to be place.  Simply offer the host this option and how much it would cost her if she would like to do this.

Game Ideas: 

Memory Tray:  Fill a Chillzanne Rectangle Server with a sampling of smaller Pampered Chef products and quickly describe each one (including the tray), naming and giving quick tips as you go.  Then give the guests a sheet of paper and 3 minutes (using the Clock/Timer) to remember as many as possible by writing them down on the slip of paper.  Whoever has the most will win the door prize. 

Big Spender:  Divide guests into teams of 3-4 and give each group a recipe to review.  Give them a page of an order form to tally all items that they could use in the recipe.  The team that uses the highest dollar amount of products wins!  Have twixits or pan scrapers as gifts for the winning team to get a door prize.

Worst Kitchen Disaster Stories:  Everyone has a chance to share the worst thing that’s ever happened to them in the kitchen and the bride chooses the one she thinks is the funniest or the worst!  Award a door prize.  

Recipe Share:  Have each guest bring a favorite recipe to share with the new couple.  The bride chooses her favorite and awards the prize.

Kitchen Quick Tips:  Have each guest write a Kitchen Quick Tip they would like to pass on to the Bride on the back of their door prize slip.  (These can provide some hilarious entertainment.)  Read them aloud to the guests without disclosing the author of each tip.  The Bride could guess who she thinks the tip is from.  For time’s sake, this can be skipped, just read them aloud for all to hear and have the Bride select her favorite tip after the readings.  

Award door prize to winner.  (Editor’s note:  I offered to provide the tips with authors typed up on the computer for my Bride to put in her memory book.)

Early Marriage Mistakes:  Tell entertaining mistakes you made as a beginner bride.  Encourage guests to do so also throughout.

All About the Bride:  Everyone tries to guess which Pampered Chef Product is her #1 choice on her Bridal Registry List.  The consultant announces at the top of the show that someone will get a special door prize for purchasing the product they think is her #1 “gotta have product.”  The winner is awarded as soon as the correct product is ordered.   

The guests answer a quiz about the bride created by the consultant:  Questions like, what’s her shoe size?  

What’s her favorite color?  ETC.

Thank you to the Deena Hiltbrand Cluster and an article by H.O.P.E.,  Helping 

Other People to Excel. for some of the game ideas.

Here’s my Favorite Activity to do at the end of the Wedding Shower:

I use either the Large SA Platter -- or Round Platter -- or CZ Platter – or Bar Pan -- whichever one I'm not using in the presentation.   Share about it and any other complementary pieces, cover with a New Kitchen Towel.  Then spend a few minutes picking up small tools and giving their name and a brief description of each -- carefully laying them on the towel.  I mention that each person needs to get a piece of paper (already in their folder or on the table) and a pen -- this will be a game.   When I finish with the 15-20 tools - I ask the bride to carry the tools around so everyone can get a good look at them. Everyone begins to think that this will be a QUIZ on the products -- so they

are really looking at the tools.  (ENABLES ME TO SELL SO MANY OF THEM!)   As

soon as she completes her "modeling" -- I excuse her from the quiz and ask her

to leave the room for a few minutes.  THEN - the quiz begins.

What color is her shirt?

What jewelry is she wearing ?

What is the date of the wedding?

How did the bride and groom meet?

Where was their first date?

How many brothers and sisters does she have?

What color are her eyes?

What is her favorite food?

Where did she grow up?

Where will she live when they’re married?

I usually ask 10-20 questions depending on their enthusiasm and time.  Each

question is focused on her/him.  Some questions include:  Date of wedding -

time of wedding "(then mention how many of you will be late!?), wedding

colors, where is the reception, etc.   This can be soo fun!

I invite the bride back into the room and ask her to answer each question and

then tally the totals -- winner gets a Quikut Paring Knife -- for being so

"sharp".

Sample Order Form

To keep things easy consider this order form.  When you’re entering orders in Pampered Partner you’ll put only the guests items on her order form and the bride’s gifts will all be added on a separate form.  If someone would like to pay with a credit card for both their own purchase and the bride’s gift you can charge the credit card from within the guest’s order for the amount of both.  If, however, the guest is NOT making a personal purchase it is best for you to accept only cash or check since you cannot charge more than one credit card on the bride’s order.

Whether you’re having the bride’s order shipped to the host or direct to the out-of-town bride be sure to adjust the form so you collect enough for the order.  If the bride’s gifts are being shipped directly to her remember the tax is based on the shipping address…so the bride’s gifts may have a different tax rate than the guest’s orders.  This is why adding the tax/shipping to the wish list cards BEFORE the show will save you time in the end.

Be sure to print valid Pampered Partner receipts to be included with each guest order.  Directly mail any receipts for out-of-town guests.

                


Name: _______________________________ Home Phone: __________________

Address: __________________________     City: _____________ Zip: ________
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E-Mail: ______________________________(Receive Free Recipes and Specials!)

For the Bride-please use price listed on wish list cards which include s/h & tax

	Item #
	Description
	Price
	Qty.
	Total

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


For Myself

	Item #
	Description
	Price
	Qty.
	Total

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Product Total

For Guest
	

	Shipping & Handling
	$4.00

	Subtotal A
	

	____% Tax
	

	Subtotal B
	

	· Product Total for Bride (includes tax/shipping). 
	

	Grand Total
	


Please Make Checks Payable to:





Consultant


******************


Address & Phone #





Email  address





� HYPERLINK "http://www.pamperedchef.biz/consultant" ��www.pamperedchef.biz/consultant� 

















Credit/Debit Card Info:





Card # _____ _____ _____ _____


Exp. Date: ____ /____





Name on Card


_____________________


Signature


_____________________








