National Conference

By Julie Gizzi

Did you know that at least 1/4 of all conference-goers are in their first year of business!  There are workshops that are just right for what you need to build your business!  Please consider printing this article and sharing it with your supportive family members.
Why commit to National Conference?  Did you know Conference attendees are:

· 3x more likely to be active in one year


· 20x more likely to be a current Director

· Recruit almost 10x as many new Consultants

· Generate 3x as many bookings per show

· Enjoy sales 6x higher than non-attendees

If every scenario was perfect would you go?  You know – no worries about how to pay for it, who will take care of the kids, having a supportive spouse, no other time obligations.

The funny thing about life is that there is never a “perfect” time for anything.  What we truly want we have to go after!  Maybe you’re thinking “I’ll go next year because this summer we’re _____________ (moving, putting braces on the kids, going to a family reunion,  remodeling, doing a yard project, etc).  I can tell you if any of these things are going on for you right now that next summer maybe your circumstances will be different but you’ll have the same challenges!  That’s normal, that’s just the way life goes….for everyone.  For most all it takes is commitment to finding a plan!

We sometimes have this notion that no one else can relate to the challenges that we face, that somehow our challenges are greater and don’t allow us to achieve our dreams.  The truth is we all have challenges!  These things may be different for everyone, but the impact is the same.

Most of us as consultants are women.  Every day of the year we put our family’s needs first making sure they have all that they need from clean clothes, grocery shopping/meals, errands, chauffeurs, breadwinners, etc.  As women we, too, need to take time for ourselves.  All we ask for is 4 days in ONE YEAR to focus on our own needs – our professional and social outlet.  Selfish?  No way!  A balanced woman is a woman who can give to others!  So, taking this time for you is actually one of the best ways you can further support your family emotionally as well as financially.

So, let’s talk about National Conference.  For months you’ve heard us talk about it at every meeting, read about it in several emails, seen it in Consultant News and now it’s time to decide!  I know many of you have already committed to go and some of you just can’t see how it can work around the other things you’ve got going this summer, so if you’re open to it read on for some strategies that might help make it easier.

Attending National Conference is the SINGLE most important step you can take to ensure the future success and growth of YOUR business!  I cannot impress upon you how incredible this experience is for you personally and professionally.

But I know a BIG reason that many do not attend fall into 2 reasons:  Money and Family Responsibility.  So, here are some ideas for you.
When Is It?

July 9-11, 2006 in Chicago.  Meetings for Directors begin at 9am on July 9th.  For consultants and future directors start at around 1pm that day.  Most will use the morning to attend a home office tour.  The last session will end at about 1:30 on July 11.  We typically fly out the day before and come home the day after meetings end….so plan on being gone July 8-12. (some of us may fly home on July 11 arriving back in Grand Junction around 11pm.).
How will you pay for it?

The overall cost is around $650-800 ($350 to fly out of Grand Junction or $200 out of Denver, around $180 for hotel, $175 Conference registration, and $100 for miscellaneous…a big group of us likes to get together to car pool to Denver to save money.  Returning on July 11 will save money on 1 night’s hotel and meals, although that will leave little time for sight-seeing…your choice.)

Is that a lot of money?  Yes.  But if it meant that you gained the skills you needed to grow your business to the level you wanted would it be worth it to your family?  Do you foresee a need for your family to have an increased income in the next year?  Doesn’t it make good sense to invest in YOU so that you’ll be better able to provide that kind of income?

When do you need to come up with the money:

1. Plane tickets need to be purchased as soon as there’s a decent fare.  I like to make travel arrangements through www.orbitz.com.   www.priceline.com is another choice however with priceline you have no say in the times of travel.  Most purchase tickets in May.
2. Register for Conference.  To get the early bird registration you must register by early June.  Keep in mind the later you wait to register the more likely that the Home Office Tours will be sold out.  These tours are a highlight for most consultants attending for the first time.
3. Hotel rooms will be reserved for our group.  You do not need to pay for the room until you arrive at Conference.

4. Miscellaneous expenses are to cover your meals that are not included in the Conference registration.  If you pack a lunch to take on the plane (most airlines do not provide food anymore) you’ll need to buy your dinner on the day you arrive, lunch/dinner on Day 1 of Conference, lunch & dinner on Day 3 and breakfast on the day you fly home.  All other meals are covered.  There is a mall very close to our hotel with a food court as well as a full grocery store nearby.  
How can you come up with the money fast?
1. Set up Conference Club on consultant’s corner for the maximum savings and you’ll have more than enough saved to cover your airfare, hotel, registration and even spending money!  Be smart, set it up TODAY.  This is only available until the end of February. Go to consultant’s corner click on “Consultant & Leadership Training”; conferences; national conference; Conference Club Savings.  The conference club pulls out the amount you designate from your commission check once per month to save toward conference.  It’s easy!

2. If you have a birthday coming up ask for money to apply to conference.

3. Have a garage sale.

4. Designate your next few shows as your conference account.

5. If you have frequent flyer miles use it to buy your ticket.

6. Instead of grabbing fast food for the next month try really hard to plan ahead and save the difference – that can really add up!

How do you get your spouse to support you?

Have a full plan in place BEFORE you talk to him!  The 2 things your husband will most likely say:  “How are we supposed to pay for this” and “What will we do with the kids?”

Hopefully, you’ll think about your money strategy using some ideas above.  Maybe break it down into thirds:  take 1/3 of what you’ll need from your family’s budget, earn 1/3 from a garage sale and earn 1/3 from shows in the next month.  That’s just $250 from each source!  You can do this!

What will you do with the kids?  Have that completely figured out.  Most likely dad is home one of the days you’ll be gone.  So you need kids covered the other 3 days.  Think of who you would help if needed.  Maybe 2 different people.  Someone to take the first 2 days; the other to take the 3rd day and 4th morning.  When you call your girlfriend, mom, sister, whoever DON’T say:  “I’m thinking about going to my Pampered Chef National Conference this July and wondered if you think you could help me by watching the kids?”  INSTEAD:  “I’m going to National Conference in July and wondered if you could watch my kids for 2 of the 4 days while my husband is at work?”  Just the rephrasing shows you’re serious and will be more likely to generate a firm commitment from them.  Offer to trade back the same babysitting for a couple days during the summer so they can enjoy a break, too.

Now when your husband asked about the kids you can proudly say:  “I’ve got it all taken care of!  So and so is watching them….”

I’m confident that when you approach your spouse about attending National Conference and you’ve got all your ducks in a row FIRST you’re much more likely to get his support!

What can you do to let your family know you haven’t abandoned them when you’re gone?

1. If cooking’s not dad’s thing have some meals all ready to go in the freezer before you leave.  Or make sure they know Domino’s Pizza’s phone number – order enough and they’ve got leftovers the second night!  Have easy things for everyone to eat.  It doesn’t have to be gourmet!

2. Make a little package for the kids to open each day when you’re gone that’s age appropriate.  Wrap the package like a present and include inexpensive activities like some bubbles, new coloring books, a disposable camera, a movie & some popcorn, dairy queen gift certificates OR directions on where to find a special ice cream treat hidden in the freezer!

3. Leave your spouse a card expressing how much you appreciate his support on your venture.  They love recognition, too!

Bottom Line:  This is an amazing experience that will tremendously affect your business!  The key is to make a commitment to going AND to make a commitment to work hard implementing what you learned.

If you need more help in making this experience a reality, call me!  I remember the first time I left my family when Nicholas was little and the fears that went with that.  Now, he’s 9 and understands that mom is going to leave for a few days to learn how to be a better leader.  Nicholas and my husband, Mike, enjoy special bonding time that would not happen in the same way if I were around.  I’m grateful for my business in supporting their bond too.  

So, going to National Conference will make great things happen at home too…..and when you get back you will be SOOOOO appreciated!  (
