Conference Survival Tips


PACKING: (Start putting things aside so you aren’t doing everything last minute)
· Business attire for meetings (office wear – no blue jeans or shorts)

· Evening wear for one evening (church clothes or dressier is appropriate)

· Comfortable shoes or plenty of band aids to wear for meetings (walking shoes)

· Umbrella

· Any prescription or non-prescription items you might need

· PC debit card or credit card if you have them (for hotel charges and buying vendor supplies)

· Canvas bag or light briefcase

· 3x5 cards for jotting down the best ideas you may want to implement

· Business cards to share (jot a quick tip on back that you want to share)

· Opportunity information and catalogs (people everywhere inquire about PC)

· Self-addressed, stamped envelopes (give these to anyone who you would like return information from).  Jot down what you want on the flap of the envelope.

· Camera, batteries and lots of film (mostly indoor lighting)

· Tissues (if you don’t need them, the person sitting next to you will)

· Pens … you can never have enough

· Postcards and stamps (or phone numbers) for hosts to do any last minute coaching or future hosts; also great for sending to those cluster members who can’t attend or to potential consultants you are working with

· Sweater (they keep meeting rooms cool)

· Any pins, awards, etc. that you may want to wear on your collar

· Extra bag or room in your suitcase to bring back gifts you receive and buy (i.e., Conference Bag, T-shirts, souvenirs, etc.)

· Aspirin or Tylenol

· Snacks (they will be more expensive in the hotel).

FUNDS NEEDED:

· Money for travel expenses; small bills and change for sodas at the hotel

· A few meals while at Conference (late night pizza, etc.)

· Souvenirs

· Pampered Chef licensed vendors are available such as:

· Nancy’s Artworks

· Town & Country Printing

· Aim! (clothing)

· Audio & Video Tapes

· Pampered Chef paperwork (order form in Conference packet – you’ll get it quick)

TIPS:

MAKE SURE YOU ARE WELL RESTED BEFORE ARRIVING.

· Make sure you have some shows scheduled your first week back from Conference (this is when you will do the most recruiting and your sales will soar).

· Make a list of 10 burning questions (i.e., best booking or hostess coaching tip, etc.) to ask others at Conference (Hint: Always sit next to someone you don’t know – and those with Director tags may have extra information).

· Make sure you record your mileage to and from the airport, save all receipts, and maintain a log of all tips to van drivers, waiters, maids, etc.  These are all business expenses you can claim on your taxes.

· Make sure you tell your family you probably won’t call every day.  So, if you have a spouse or significant other, kids, or pets, get plenty of hugs and kisses before you leave.

· Make arrangements to meet friends at least 1/2 hour ahead of general sessions in order to sit together.  Saving seats is not permitted.

· Don’t choose the same workshops as your friends, then share your information later.

· Take time at the end of each day to write down quick tips that you learned so you don’t forget Arrive early at all events so you can sit close to the front

· Make as many booking and hostess coaching calls as possible before leaving 

· The hotels come equipped with iron, ironing board and blow dryers.

· Many times local pizza places will deliver to the hotel to help cuts down on restaurant costs

