Greetings from Georgia!
Once again it’s December. We’ve put up the tree, shopped for presents, and are working on getting the outdoor lights up. I’ve been a good planner this year, so almost all of the Christmas presents have been purchased. My little brother is just a tough one.

As usual, the year’s been a busy one. We started the year with friends, watching the Rose Bowl. January and February were spent learning to eat more solid foods, among other things. Markus and I continued to go to Finland School every other Saturday, but it was increasingly harder to keep him interested, especially since his mobility was increasing. We decided that for right now, we would put Finland School on hold, and try again next year. 

In January, we also moved Markus into and in-home day care. Sylvia is wonderful; we could find anyone better if we tried. She truly loves what she does, and the kids she cares for love her. It’s almost like having an extra grandma! In February, David and I started Financial Peace University classes at our church, which has helped us quite a bit.


In late March, my mom and sister came to visit, and in early April, we all made a visit to California. It was great to see all of our family and friends. Even David’s brother and his family came down for a visit while we were there.

At the beginning of May, Markus learned to walk. His crawl had been a bear-style crawl, with his legs straight and butt sticking up in the air, so we knew he had wanted to walk right from the start. At the end of May, we celebrated Markus’s first birthday. He absolutely loved his cake, even though some of our guests were somewhat surprised by the tradition of smashing a cake. 


We’ve made several trips to the Zoo this year, thanks to Bank of America’s Museums on Us program. It allows us to go to select museums and such for free on the first full weekend of each month. Markus enjoys seeing all the different animals, and we enjoy seeing him learn new things. Markus has also gotten proficient enough in his walking and balance, that he has been able to enjoy bounce houses. We visited a few festivals in the summer, and also discovered some indoor play places, and he absolutely loves them. 


In July, I attended Pampered Chef’s National Conference in Chicago. It was the first time I had been away from Markus for more than a day. It was very educational, and I had a nice time with the girls, but I was also happy to come back home to my boys.

In October we dressed up Markus as a monkey for Halloween, and took him trick or treating for the first time. Everyone got a kick out of the little monkey noises he was making. 


In November we celebrated Thanksgiving and David’s birthday. We had some visitors with us, and David enjoyed showing them downtown Atlanta, and we all visited the World of Coca Cola together. We also drove up to Amicalola Falls and enjoyed the crisp fall air.


Now we’re just counting down the days until we can tear into the gifts waiting under the tree. Markus is finally big enough to ride the rocking horse that my mom and sister brought with them earlier in the year. My dad had hand-carved it, and we put it together here. On Christmas Day, I have a feeling Santa will have left him a tricycle under the tree. Be on the lookout for pictures!

http://picasa.com/nooraanddavid 

